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1 cowcode COW Country code 
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5 Totald SSNM (dichotomous) 

6 total_neigh SSNM count in neighbor countries 

7 Ethfrac Ethnic Diversity 

8 Relfrac Religious diversity 

9 Irst Iron-steel production 

10 Gdppc GDP per capita 

11 Glob Globalization 

12 Centercap2_c State Power 
13 Ns5emp Recent nation-state formation in the empire in the last 5 
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14 Nsf5neigh Recent nation-state formation in neighbor territories in the 

last five years 
15 Natorgyesno Nationalist organizations 
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17 Centerimpdep2 State Power x Imperial dependency interaction 

18 Warsinemp Number of wars in the empire 

19 Numwar Number of wars in the territory 

20 Crisis Economic crisis 
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22 Financialization Financialization 

23 Middleeast Middle East 

24 Eeurop Eastern Europe 
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26 Asia Asia 
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1.  COWCODE/ COW COUNTRY CODE  

 
COWCODE is a three-digit unique identifier for countries/territories included in the analysis.  The  codes 
correspond to the following countries/territories. 
    
        2           United States of America   
       20                             Canada   
       40                               Cuba   
       41                              Haiti   
       42                 Dominican Republic   
       70                             Mexico   
       90                          Guatemala   
       91                           Honduras   
       92                        El Salvador   
       93                          Nicaragua   
       94                         Costa Rica   
       95                             Panama   
      100                           Colombia   
      101                          Venezuela   
      130                            Ecuador   
      135                               Peru   
      140                             Brazil   
      145                            Bolivia   
      150                           Paraguay   
      155                              Chile   
      160                          Argentina   
      165                            Uruguay   
      200                     United Kingdom   
      205                            Ireland   
      210                        Netherlands   
      211                            Belgium   
      220                             France   
      225                        Switzerland   
      230                              Spain   
      235                           Portugal   
      255                            Germany   
      290                             Poland   
      305                            Austria   
      310                            Hungary   
      316                     Czech Republic   
      317                           Slovakia   
      325                              Italy   
      339                            Albania   
      343                          Macedonia   
      344                            Croatia   
      345                         Yugoslavia   
      346             Bosnia and Herzegovina   
      349                           Slovenia   
      350                             Greece   
      355                           Bulgaria   
      359                            Moldova   

      360                            Romania   
      365                             Russia   
      366                            Estonia   
      367                             Latvia   
      368                          Lithuania   
      369                            Ukraine   
      370                            Belarus   
      371                            Armenia   
      372                            Georgia   
      373                         Azerbaijan   
      375                            Finland   
      380                             Sweden   
      385                             Norway   
      390                            Denmark   
      404                      Guinea-Bissau   
      420                             Gambia   
      432                               Mali   
      433                            Senegal   
      434                              Benin   
      435                         Mauritania   
      436                              Niger   
      437                        Ivory Coast   
      438                             Guinea   
      439                       Burkina Faso   
      450                            Liberia   
      451                       Sierra Leone   
      452                              Ghana   
      461                               Togo   
      471                           Cameroon   
      475                            Nigeria   
      481                              Gabon   
      482           Central African Republic   
      483                               Chad   
      484                              Congo   
      490    Democratic Republic of the 

Congo   
      500                             Uganda   
      501                              Kenya   
      510                           Tanzania   
      516                            Burundi   
      517                             Rwanda   
      520                            Somalia   
      530                           Ethiopia   
      531                            Eritrea   
      540                             Angola   
      541                         Mozambique   
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      551                             Zambia   
      552                           Zimbabwe   
      553                             Malawi   
      560                       South Africa   
      570                            Lesotho   
      571                           Botswana   
      580                         Madagascar   
      600                            Morocco   
      615                            Algeria   
      616                            Tunisia   
      625                              Sudan   
      630                               Iran   
      640                             Turkey   
      645                               Iraq   
      651                              Egypt   
      652                              Syria   
      660                            Lebanon   
      663                             Jordan   
      666                             Israel   
      679                              Yemen   
      700                        Afghanistan   
      701                       Turkmenistan   
      702                         Tajikistan   
      703                         Kyrgyzstan   
      704                         Uzbekistan   

      705                         Kazakhstan   
      710                              China   
      712                           Mongolia   
      731                        North Korea   
      732                        South Korea   
      740                              Japan   
      750                              India   
      770                           Pakistan   
      771                         Bangladesh   
      775                            Myanmar   
      780                          Sri Lanka   
      790                              Nepal   
      800                           Thailand   
      811                           Cambodia   
      812                               Laos   
      816                            Vietnam   
      820                           Malaysia   
      840                        Philippines   
      850                          Indonesia   
      900                          Australia   

920                        New Zealand   
 
 
 

 
• State-Seeking Nationalist Movements that took place in an existing state are coded with the cowcode 

of that particular state.  For example, a Flemish state-seeking nationalist movements that take place 
in Belgium is coded as “211” (Belgium). 

• State-Seeking Nationalist Movements that occurred in a particular region of a historical empire (or a 
multinational federation that no longer exists in 2001) are coded under the cowcode of the existing 
sovereign state in 2001. For instance, territories of protests by the Estonian state-seeking nationalist 
mobilization against the USSR are coded under as “366” (Estonia) not as “365” (Russia) or any 
contemporary state that belonged to the USSR at the time of the nationalist mobilization.  

• If a SSNM occurred in a broader world region, which is divided into different sovereign states in 
2001, it is coded separately in all of those states. For instance, a Kurdish state-seeking nationalist 
uprising during the late Ottoman Empire period that occurred in a region that encompasses 
contemporary “645” (Iraq), “640” (Turkey), “652” (Syria), and “630” Iran, is coded under all of these 
geographies.  

• See Appendix A – Part D for other rules. 
 

2.  YEAR/ YEAR 
Year is the year of the that state-seeking movement took place.  
 

3.  TOTAL/ SSNM COUNT 
Total is the total number of articles on state-seeking movements are identified using the 
Guardian/Observer.  Appendix A explains the coding instructions.  Total includes the total number 
of articles where SSNM=1 & INTERNATIONAL=1 & CURRENT=1.  This variable only includes 
international state-seeking movements and those that have taken place at least within a year of the 
publication of the article about the event.  This variable also includes planned, canceled, threatened 
and rumored events.  
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4.  TOTAL2 / SSNM COUNT (WEIGHTED) 

TOTAL2 is the weighted version of the TOTAL, which take into consideration the number of pages 
newspapers reserved for reporting international news each year.  Appendix B explains the logic and 
calculation of weights. 

 
5.  TOTALD/ SSNM (DICHOTOMOUS)  

TOTALD is the dichotomous version of the TOTAL.   
0. No SSNM took place in that country/territory that year 
1. At least one SSNM took place in that country/territory that year.  

 
6.  TOTAL_NEIGH / SSNM count in neighbor countries 

TOTAL_NEIGH is the sum of SSNM in contiguous/neighbor countries/territories.   
 

7.  ETHFRAC / ETHNIC DIVERSITY 
Ethnic fractalization index score (Fearon and Laitin, 2003; Wimmer and Min, 2006) 

 
8.  RELFRAC / RELIGIOUS DIVERSITY 

Religious fractalization index score (Fearon and Laitin, 2003; Wimmer and Min, 2006) 
 

9.  IRST/IRON-STEEL PRODUCTION 
Iron and steel production (in thousands of tons) as calculated by Singer (1987) and updated by 
Correlates of War project. 

 
10.   GDPPC / GDP PER CAPITA 

GDP per capita in Geary-Khamis (PPPs) as calculated by Maddison (2003). Missing years are 
imputed using linear interpolation and extrapolation based on the growth rate of the closest neighbor 
with a similar geo-economic standing (Karataşlı 2017). 

 
11.  GLOB / GLOBALIZATION 

Global trade openness index score as calculated by Chase-Dunn et al. (2000) as world average of the 
country-level ratio of the level of external trade (e.g. imports) to the GDP. 

 
12.  CENTERCAP2_C / STATE POWER  

Composite index of national capabilities score as measured by Singer (1987) using military 
expenditure, number of soldiers, iron-steel production, energy consumption, urbanization and 
population size in a given country relative to the world, updated by Wimmer and Feinstein (2010). 
Centered around the mean. 

 
13.  NS5EMP/ RECENT NATION-STATE FORMATION IN THE EMPIRE IN THE LAST 

FIVE YEARS 
Number of nation-states formed in the empire in the last 5 years (Wimmer and Feinstein, 2010). 
 

14.  NSF5NEIGH / RECENT NATION-STATE FORMATION IN NEIGHBOR 
TERRITORIES IN THE LAST FIVE YEARS 
Number of nation-states formed in neighbor territories in the last 5 years (Wimmer and Feinstein, 
2010). 
 

15.  NATORGYESNO / NATIONALIST ORGANIZATIONS 
Dichotomous variable  
1=there is at least one nationalist organization;  
0=no nationalist organization 
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 calculated by Wimmer and Feinstein (2010). 
 

16.  IMPDEP / IMPERIAL DEPENDENCY 
Dichotomous variable 
1=the territory is an imperial dependency 
0=the territory is not an imperial dependency; 
as calculated by Wimmer and Feinstein (2010). 

 
17.  CENTERIMPDEP2 / STATE POWER X IMPERIAL DEPENDENCY INTERACTION  

Interaction term between CENTERCAP2_C and IMPDEP 
 

18.  WARSINEMP / NUMBER OF WARS IN THE EMPIRE 
Number of wars interstate wars fought in the empire as calculated by Wimmer and Feinstein (2010) 

 
19.   NUMWAR / NUMBER OF WARS IN THE TERRITORY 

Number of wars interstate wars fought in the territory as calculated by Wimmer and Feinstein (2010). 
20. CRISIS / ECONOMIC CRISIS 

Dichotomous variable (1=crisis, 0=no crisis) calculated using Maddison’s GDP estimates as years 
where a country’s GDP per capita growth rates fall below 0 or below the 25th percentile in the 
world. 

 
21.  GSP / SOCIAL UNREST 

Frequency of non-nationalist social unrest measured from international newspapers, calculated by 
Global Social Protest Research Group (Arrighi Center, 2019). 

 
22. FINANCIALIZATION / FINANCIALIZATION 

Dichotomous variable (1=financial expansion, 0=material expansion) calculated by the author based 
on Arrighi (1994) and explained in Table 1.  

 
23. MIDDLEEAST/ MIDDLE EAST 

Dichotomous variable 
0= country/territory is not in Middle East 
1= country/territory is in Middle East 
 

24. EEUROP / EASTERN EUROPE 
Dichotomous variable 
0= country/territory is not in Eastern Europe 
1= country/territory is in Eastern Europe 
 

25. AFRICA / AFRICA 
Dichotomous variable 
0=country/territory is not in Africa 
1= country/territory is in Africa 
 

26. ASIA / ASIA 
Dichotomous variable 
0=country/territory is not in Asia 
1= country/territory is in Asia 

 
27. OCEANIA / OCEANIA 

Dichotomous variable 
0=country/territory is not in Oceania 



 8 

0=country/territory is in Oceania 
 

28. LAMERICA / LATIN AMERICA  
Dichotomous variable 
0=country/territory is not in Latin America 
1=country/territory is in Latin America 

  



 9 

 

APPENDIX A 
Coding Instructions for SSNM Dataset-I: 
New York Times and Guardian/Observer  

 
Read each news article and code the article based on the following procedures: 
 

I. General Instructions: 
Codes for Competing the Data Entry Form 
1= True Positive  
0= False Positive 

 
II. Parts of the Data Entry Form to Compete 

 
CODER: Type your Coder ID 
A- DETERMINING TRUE POSITIVES FOR STATE-SEEKING NATIONALIST MOVEMENT 
(SSNM) BOX 

CODE SSNM=1 if the news report mentions: 
1. any form of collective action (violent or peaceful, institutional, spontaneous, democratic, or 

undemocratic, progressive, or reactionary) by stateless communities demanding separation or 
secession from an existing state, demanding independence, or formation of a new state, OR  

2. any independence movements of states in a federal state, OR  
3. any new nations declaring/gaining independence, OR   
4. any decisions by states and political leaders recognizing (or not recognizing) the 

independence of a stateless nation or a colony, OR  
5. any fear, threat, rumor, or plan about state-seeking nationalist activity.  
Also, code SSNM=1 if the news report does not directly mention A1-5 as described above but 
mentions: 
6. a state’s or any other (geo)political actor’s attitudes or reactions towards state-seeking 

movements as described in A1-5 above [indirect mention]. 
CODE SSNM=0 if the news report  

7. does not actually mention any state-seeking nationalist activity as defined in 1-6 above 
although the news article contains the keywords used in the search string.  If there is no 
direct or indirect mention of an SSNM activity, the article will be coded as a 0 (false 
positive), even though it mentions  

i. state-led nationalist activities (political activities of nationalist groups) or 
organizations belonging to nations that already identify themselves with an existing 
state, OR 

ii. disputes, clashes, fights, or (civil) wars between ethnic, racial, or cultural groups 
(without mentioning actions of or attitudes towards secessionism, separatism, or 
demands for the formation of a new state), OR 

iii. nationalist actors (without mentioning actions of or attitudes towards secessionism, 
separatism, or demands for the formation of a new state), OR 

iv. economic or cultural autonomy, territorial expansionism of existing states, state or 
great-nation chauvinism, territorial disputes, and nationalist warfare between 
sovereign states, OR  

v. activities and struggles of nationalist groups in existing states (if there is no mention 
of demands for independence, secession, self-determination, or extension of 
political autonomy), OR 

vi. Independence Day celebrations, commemorations, and anniversaries of nationalist 
uprisings.   
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B- DETERMINING TRUE POSITIVES FOR CURRENT EVENT BOX 
 CODE CURRENT=1 if the reported SSNM activity 

1. takes place within one year of article publication date, OR  
2. is rumored, threatened, or planned [check the RTPC box]. OR 
3. was planned but cancelled [check the RTPC box], OR  
4. is ending because end of an action tells us about its existence. 

CODE CURRENT=0 if  
5. there is no reported SSNM activity, OR  
6. the reported SSNM activity occurred more than one year prior to the article’s publication 

date. 
 

C- DETERMINING TRUE POSITIVE FOR INTERNATIONAL EVENT BOX 
 CODE INTERNATIONAL=1 if 

1. The newspaper is NEW YORK TIMES and the reported SSNM activity occurs OUTSIDE 
the incorporated territorial boundaries of the USA, OR  

2. The newspaper is NEW YORK TIMES and the reported SSNM activity occurs in a colonial 
possession or unincorporated territory of the USA (e.g., Puerto Rico, American Samoa, 
Guam, the Northern Mariana Islands, U.S. Virgin Islands); OR  

3. The newspaper is THE GUARDIAN/OBSERVER and the reported SSNM activity occurs 
OUTSIDE the territorial boundaries of the United Kingdom,  

a. [Note: from 1923 to present, Ireland is OUTSIDE the territorial boundaries of the 
United Kingdom], OR   

4. The newspaper is THE GUARDIAN/OBSERVER and the reported SSNM activity occurs 
in a colonial possession of the United Kingdom. 

a. [Note: National liberation movements against the British Empire that take place 
outside the United Kingdom (i.e., in Africa, Asia, etc.) are counted as true positives]. 

CODE INTERNATIONAL=0 if 
5. The newspaper is NEW YORK TIMES and the reported SSNM activity is INSIDE the 

incorporated territorial boundaries of the USA (as of 2001). 
6. The newspaper is THE GUARDIAN/OBSERVER and the reported SSNM activity is 

INSIDE the territorial boundaries of the United Kingdom (as of 2001) 
a. Note from 1801 to 1922, the island of Ireland was INSIDE the territorial 

boundaries of the United Kingdom.  
b. From 1923 to present, Northern Ireland is INSIDE the territorial boundaries of the 

United Kingdom.   
 

D. LOCATION BOX: 
  TYPE the location where the SSNM activity takes place.  

• Choose the location name/code from the dropdown menu where the SSNM activity 
is taking place. 

• Any SSNM that takes place in a historical empire or a multinational federation that 
no longer exists in 2001 will be coded as the location of the existing sovereign state 
in 2001.  (For example, an Estonian state-seeking nationalist movement against 
USSR will be coded under “Estonia” not as “Russia”).  

• If the article does not mention the location as it is provided in the dropdown menu, 
do not use your own pre-existing geography knowledge since territorial boundaries 
change over time. If the article does not present the name of the country but 
mentions it as a broad region, type the name of the region in 
OTHER_LOCATION box as it is written in the article.  If only city names are 
written, then type the city names in OTHER_LOCATION box.    
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o Note: After data collection is complete these locations will be converted 
into territorial clusters as of 2001.   

• Add a new record if the news article reports more than one SSNM activity that takes 
place in more than one country.  You should create a new record for each country.  

• Add a new record for each country is one SSNM is targeting multiple countries at 
the same time.  (For example, if the news report mentions that a Kurdish 
independence movement is targeting Turkey, Iraq, Syria and Iran at the same time, 
create a new record for each existing country as of 2010) 

• If there are diaspora or other forms of solidarity movements with an existing SSNM 
in another country (pro-Tibet independence protests against China in France), use 
the country where the SSNM takes place (country= “China”) and write in NOTES 
section (solidarity country= “France”) 
 

E. STATE-SEEKING NATION BOX:  
TYPE the name of the state-seeking national community that engages with the SSNM 
event. (Example: for pro-Tibet independence protests against China in France; state-seeking 
nation= “Tibet”) 

• Note: Use the national identification terms as they are provided in the article.  
Do not use your own preexisting knowledge about these stateless nations.  

• Note: If the news report does not mention the name of the proposed state, then 
type the name of the proposed/would-be state name in the state-seeking nation 
box.  

• Note: If the news report does not mention the name of the state-seeking nation 
but merely mentions it as “secessionists”, “separatists” etc., write “N/A” in the 
state-seeking nation box and type whatever word is used to describe these 
groups in the “Notes” box. 
 

F. DATE 
  DATE of the event will be automatically retrieved from the article’s date. 
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EXAMPLES OF TRUE POSITIVES FOR SSNM 
Figure A1. Some News Report Examples from New York Times for SSNM=1 (Based on Rule A1-5) 

  

   

Figure A2. Some News Report Examples for SSNM=1 (Based on Rule A6) 
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EXAMPLES OF FALSE POSITIVES FOR SSNM 

Figure A3. Some News Report Examples from New York Times for SSNM=0 (Based on Rule A7) 
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Figure A4. Some News Report Examples from New York Times for SSNM=0 (Based on Rule A7i-v) 

 

  

 

Figure A5. Some News Report Examples from New York Times for SSNM=0 (Based on Rule A7vi) 

 
 


